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Page Date Impact Impact category
www.minecraft.net/copyright.jsp ~ May 17 2009 CREATED
www.minecraft.net/copyright.jsp ~ Jun 11 2010 MODIFIED Support page linked, it states how the game is distributed with no mentions of licensing Account Migration
www.minecraft.net/copyright.jsp ~ Aug 24 2010 MODIFIED The one month refund period from purchase has been removed Refunds / Resale

^^ The game / account can no longer be sold further to others, like friends and family Refunds / Resale

^^
Added that "you may buy a discounted premium account today, which will unlock the features of all future versions 
up to and including the final with the full game!" and "When you purchase the game, you pay for it as it is right now. 
Future updates are an added bonus."

Account Migration

www.minecraft.net/copyright.jsp ~ Nov 01 2010 MODIFIED They clarify that they won't pay for suggestions unless they agreed to pay for the suggestions.
www.minecraft.net/copyright.jsp ~ Dec 17 2010 DESIGN Website design change, content is the same
www.minecraft.net/copyright.jsp ~ Dec 21 2010 MODIFIED Renamed "premium accounts" to "beta accounts", difference may be important Account Migration

^^ Removed that a purchase will "unlock the features of all future versions up to and including the final", instead 
replacing it with "which will also include the full game Account Migration

www.minecraft.net/copyright.jsp ~ Apr 24 2011 DESIGN Website design change, content is the same
www.minecraft.net/copyright.jsp ~ May 24 2011 REWORK The page was renamed from "Copyright information" to "Terms of Use" and essentially completely overhauled

^^ Privacy policy added, stating that Mojang is the one that stored information according to Personuppgiftslagen Account Migration

^^ We reserve the right to change this agreement at any time with or without notice, with immediate and/or retroactive 
effect.

Unenforceable 
Contractual Clauses

^^ We reserve the final say regarding what constitutes a tool/plugin and what doesn't. Unenforceable 
Contractual Clauses

www.minecraft.net/copyright.jsp ~ Nov 01 2011 REMOVED Replaced by www.minecraft.net/terms

www.minecraft.net/terms ~ Sep 23 2011 CREATED Some things were reworded, they now consider it to be a "game" rather than a "project". They also reworded 
"maintain control" to "ensure integrity"

www.minecraft.net/terms ~ Jan 25 2012 MODIFIED Added "Do not make commercial use of anything we've made." Usage Limitation
www.minecraft.net/brand-guidelines ~ Mar 04 2012 CREATED
www.minecraft.net/terms ~ Mar 05 2012 MODIFIED Added the Brand Guidelines Usage Limitation
www.minecraft.net/terms ~ Mar 29 2012 MODIFIED The sale of user generated tooling is now forbidden Usage Limitation Refunds / Resale

www.minecraft.net/terms ~ Jun 14 2012 MODIFIED Commercial use of user generated tools has been completely forbidden, unsure how this is different to the one from 
Mar 29 2012, but it is more explicitly worded by the modification Usage Limitation Refunds / Resale

www.minecraft.net/brand-guidelines ~ Jul 05 2012 MODIFIED Added a clarification / new clause that users are now allowed to monetize videos by having ads on the videos.

www.minecraft.net/terms ~ Jul 05 2012 MODIFIED The usage guidelines are now explicitly stated to be part of the Terms of Use and is worded to be a kind of list of 
permissions that are granted to players on how they can use the brand Usage Limitation

^^ Clarifications for what "changed versions of their software" are okay to distribute Usage Limitation
www.minecraft.net/terms ~ Aug 11 2012 MODIFIED Address change, they moved to Maria Skolgata 83 

account.mojang.com/terms ~ Oct 11 2012 CREATED They say that they don't need to tell us about the changes for them to take effect Transparency Unenforceable 
Contractual Clauses Account Migration

www.minecraft.net/brand-guidelines ~ Feb 08 2013 MODIFIED Added several notes about what can be done on YouTube
account.mojang.com/documents/minecraft_eula ~ Dec 10 2013 CREATED This is a complete rework that supercedes the /terms with way more limitations than the /terms

^^ Last update notice added, set to "28 November 2013 08:16" Transparency
^^ Renamed the previous /terms to "MINECRAFT END USER LICENCE AGREEMENT"

^^

Added the termination term "If you break these rules we may stop you from using our Game", "The permission we 
give you to use and play our Game can be revoked if you break the terms of this EULA." and "If we want we can 
terminate this EULA if you breach the terms." and other general termination clauses, including what still applies 
even after termination.

Usage Limitation Account Migration

^^
They claim that "If you buy, download, use or play our Game" you agree to the EULA, so that usage constitutes 
agreement

Unenforceable 
Contractual Clauses Transparency

^^ It is confirmed that agreement to this "EULA" is also agreement with the "Mojang Account Terms, Brand Guidelines 
and Privacy Policy" Usage Limitation

^^ Clauses added that expand on what they consider to be "distribution" and "commercial usage" from the previous 
terms Usage Limitation Refunds / Resale

^^ They mention the word "buy" the game as opposed to "license": "You have bought the game so you can use it, 
yourself, on your computer." Account Migration Licensing

^^
It is now explicitly forbidden to "pass on" the game to other people, as in sell their "copy" / "account". This was 
previously explicitly allowed, then the explicit permission was removed, then explicitly forbidden. They claim this is 
to protect against "Piracy and fraud" and to protect their game.

Refunds / Resale

^^ They added clauses limiting distribution for anything that "is unfair or adversely affects our rights in the Game" Usage Limitation

^^ They mention that players do not "buy the game" and that they only buy the "permission to use the game" where 
the permissions are set out by the eula. Account Migration Licensing

^^ They give themselves an irrevocable permission to "use, copy, modify and adapt" any user generated content in the 
game. Intellectual Property Unenforceable 

Contractual Clauses

^^ They now explicitly state that they are not obligated to provide upgrades, updates, support or maintenance for any 
of their games. Usage Limitation Account Migration

^^ They state that the new EULA will apply any time a user wants to use an update or ongoing online services, but that 
if someone wants to only play on single player without updating, they are subject to the old EULA. Account Migration

account.mojang.com/terms ~ Aug 27 2013 MODIFIED They now explicitly state that putting ads on videos of the game is an acceptable method of commercial usage
account.mojang.com/documents/brand_guidelines~ Dec 12 2013 CREATED It now explicitly states that both the Account Terms and EULA have to be complied with Usage Limitation

^^ They now demand that an intellectual property footer be applied to anything related to Minecraft
^^ It now contains an "Updated:" transparency notice Transparency
^^ They added a clause asking users to "Please check back" occasionally because they "will" be making changes to it. Transparency

www.minecraft.net/terms ~ Dec 22 2013 REMOVED Replaced by account.mojang.com/documents/minecraft_eula

account.mojang.com/terms ~ Jan 22 2014 MODIFIED They added a statement saying that all their games has its own End User License Agreement (EULA) that explain 
how the games can be used. Usage Limitation

^^ Added that "downloading, playing and using" the game constitutes as agreement Account Migration Usage Limitation Transparency
^^ Added a clause that says that users 13 years old or younger should not use the website.
^^ These terms now also include usage of "minecraft.net"

www.minecraft.net/brand-guidelines ~ Apr 02 2014 REMOVED Replaced by account.mojang.com/documents/brand_guidelines

Sep 15 2014 Minecraft sold to Microsoft

account.mojang.com/terms ~ Oct 15 2015 MODIFIED
They added "Please be aware that Mojang is now part of Microsoft. When this policy says “we” or “our,” that means 
Microsoft, including Mojang and other controlled affiliates and subsidiaries."

Account Migration Data Handling & 
Protection GDPR

^^

They added the threat of no longer being able to play the game if we do not agree to the new privacy policy with 
Microsoft. "When you agree to our Account Terms or EULAs you are also agreeing to this privacy policy, so it is 
important that you read it carefully. Agreeing with this privacy policy is a condition of the Account Terms and EULA. 
This means, therefore, that if you do not agree with our privacy policy, you may not be able to play our games or 
use features in them and you may not be able to use our websites or parts of them. Sorry about that but we have 
taken this approach because there are a lot of people playing our games and using our site and it would be very 
difficult for us to keep track of who does and who does not agree to us using their data. We also depend on this 
data to enable us to continue to develop our games and websites in an efficient way. We hope you understand."

Account Migration Data Handling & 
Protection GDPR

^^

"The data we collect may be stored and processed in the United States or any other country where Microsoft, 
Mojang or our affiliates, subsidiaries or service providers maintain facilities. Microsoft abides by the U.S.-EU Safe 
Harbour Framework and the U.S.-Swiss Safe Harbour Framework as set forth by the U.S. Department of 
Commerce regarding the collection, use and retention of data from the European Economic Area and Switzerland. 
To learn more about the Safe Harbour program, and to view our certification, please visit http://www.export.
gov/safeharbor/."

Account Migration Data Handling & 
Protection GDPR

^^ The data and privacy requests now have to be mailed to Microsoft Account Migration Data Handling & 
Protection GDPR

account.mojang.com/documents/minecraft_eula ~ Oct 27 2015 MODIFIED They properly updated the "Last updated" to "Updated: 27 October 2015 12:44"
^^ Added Binding Arbitration and Class Action waiver for people that live in the United States

^^
They removed any kind of mention of the word "buy" and instead say "license".
Change: You have bought been granted a license to the game so you can play and use it, yourself, on your 
computer devices. A ton of wording is added to stress the point that we now own nothing and that we only have 
rights to the "installation" of the game.

Licensing Account Migration

^^ Added clauses that say that they both completely prohibit Modded Versions of the game, but at the same time they 
allow it? Usage Limitation

^^ They now specifically prohibit the distribution of user generated mods, plugins, or any piece of work that is made by 
users. Usage Limitation

^^ Added a get out clause that allows them to take down anything whenever they feel like it "We reserve the right to 
take down any content in our discretion." Usage Limitation Unenforceable 

Contractual Clauses

^^ Added clauses about the users bearing all the "risk" of the game's quality and performance which they may try to 
argue for

^^ They added clauses for which jurisdictions and courts will be responsible for handling disputes for customers in the 
US and Canada

^^ They now state that "we'll inform you of the change (to these legal agreements) before it takes effect, either by 
posting a notice on our Website or by other reasonable means" Transparency

account.mojang.com/documents/brand_guidelines~ Nov 02 2015 MODIFIED They now claim that the commercial usage guidelines "are outside the scope of and do not form a part this 
agreement" Usage Limitation

^^ They changed the clause for "Checking back occasionally" from "will update" to "may update" Transparency

^^ Non commerical projects are now required to mention that they are unofficial and not approved by Minecraft / 
Mojang

account.mojang.com/documents/minecraft_eula ~ Nov 05 2015 MODIFIED They say that it is our responsibility to print and save a copy of these terms and conditions since they won't keep 
copies Transparency

^^ They did not update the "Updated" transparency disclaimer Transparency
account.mojang.com/documents/brand_guidelines ~ Jun 03 2016 MODIFIED Small text formatting change, added " symbols

^^ Updated notice not changed Transparency
account.mojang.com/documents/minecraft_eula ~ Jun 03 2016 MODIFIED They removed the paragraph about us needing to keep our own copies since they won't be keeping copies. Transparency

^^ They included the pocket edition version of the game (mobile version) to have to follow the same agreement Usage Limitation

^^ They redefine "computer" to "device", presumably to include the mobile distributions of the game for them to comply 
with these agreements Usage Limitation

account.mojang.com/terms ~ Aug 16 2016 MODIFIED Tools can no longer be developed for commercial use Usage Limitation

^^ They say that it is our responsibility to print and save a copy of these terms and conditions since they won't keep 
copies Transparency

^^ They mention that the terms will now be effective immediately the next time the website or account is used Transparency
^^ They removed the clause about 13 year olds and under not being able to use the website

^^ They claim that they have the right to cancel our account at any time Usage Limitation Account Migration Unenforceable 
Contractual Clauses

^^ They removed the section about them not having to tell us when changes to the agreements happened Transparency
^^ Added "make it clear that the product is unofficial and not from Minecraft or approved by Minecraft."
^^ Sales of Minecraft related goods (including ones made by fans) are now limited to 5000$ a year Usage Limitation
^^ Sales (including ones made by fans) are now limited to 20 items using a similar design Usage Limitation
^^ Minecraft hand crafted products can't sound or audio, for like a plushie that makes a sound when squished Usage Limitation
^^ No part of brand / assets can form a dominant element or substantial part of the product or design Usage Limitation

^^ Content creators (people that stream and upload videos on youtube) are no longer allowed to "paywall" Minecraft 
related content through donation / support platforms like Patreon or YouTube memberships Usage Limitation

^^ Any Minecraft related streams must be free within 24 hours Usage Limitation

^^ Videos or Streams whose purpose it is to advertise or promote other products or services are now forbidden 
(unclear if this means the same thing as "sponsorships" where a company pays a YouTuber to say something) Usage Limitation

^^ Minecraft videos cannot be broadcast or distributed via television Usage Limitation
^^ Minecraft videos or stream replays cannot be distributed with physical copies (DVDs etc) Usage Limitation
^^ The sale of non-cosmetic items or effects is now forbidden ("pay to win" items) Usage Limitation
^^ All servers, items and advertising need to be suitable for the target audience (gambling, explicit content..) Usage Limitation (Although this one is good)
^^ All servers and players are "equally affected by the EULA" Usage Limitation

^^ There's a new general prohibition clause that forbids "things that are not specifically permitted by these Guidelines 
or expressly allowed by applicable laws." Usage Limitation

^^ They added that "all and any permissions and consents are given by Mojang in our discretion and make be revoked 
at any time if we think that it is appropriate to do so or we don't like what you are doing" Usage Limitation Account Migration Unenforceable 

Contractual Clauses

account.mojang.com/terms ~ Aug 29 2017 MODIFIED The clause mentioning that users forfeited their right to a refund after a purchase unless the law required a cooling-
off period has been removed, it now simply denies it. Refunds / Resale

^^ The "Updated" has not been set to the date of the change and remains the same as the previous version Transparency
^^ A new clause has been added to the commercial use guidelines for "Books and other publications" Usage Limitation

^^ The "Privacy policy" tab now redirects to Microsoft's privacy statement Account Migration Data Handling & 
Protection GDPR

account.mojang.com/documents/minecraft_eula ~ Jun 01 2018 MODIFIED They redefine "Minecraft pocket edition" to just "Minecraft"
account.mojang.com/documents/minecraft_eula ~ Feb 24 2019 MODIFIED Added some words, "incorporates the the terms of use", "and our our privacy policy"

www.minecraft.net/en-us/eula ~ May 27 2019 CREATED The "Updated" transparency notice has been removed, the previous iteration was account.mojang.
com/documents/minecraft_eula Transparency

^^ They added that King County, WA will be the exclusive forum for a dispute Account Migration

www.minecraft.net/en-us/community-standards ~ Jul 16 2019 CREATED The use of Minecraft is now governed by the Microsoft Services Agreement and Xbox Community Standards Account Migration Usage Limitation Unenforceable 
Contractual Clauses

^^ Creating "content" that is negative or disparaging is now forbidden. (Possibly against free speech) Usage Limitation Free Speech
account.mojang.com/documents/minecraft_eula ~ Jul 19 2019 MODIFIED Removed the double "the" and "our"
www.minecraft.net/en-us/community-standards ~ Jul 26 2019 MODIFIED Added "Modding in Minecraft is only acceptable in the base Minecraft game under the existing EULA." Usage Limitation

Apr 17 2020 EULA update blog post
https://www.minecraft.net/en-us/article/commercial-usage-guidelines-updated

account.mojang.com/terms ~ Jul 04 2020 MODIFIED Link to a blog post from 2014 with rules that did not appear in the guidelines has been removed
^^ The mention that charges should be targeted to cover the hosting operating costs has been removed
^^ Added a clause that users cannot create fake currencies in the game similar to Minecraft's own MineCoins

^^ They redefined "unfair advantage" to "unfair competitive advantage" and clarified that having things like 
leaderboards would make a server qualify as competitive and restrict what it can sell Usage Limitation

^^ The "target audience" has been redefined as "children and minors", where all servers and entitlemenets must be 
"suitable for children and minors"

^^ They added Microsoft to some clauses that were previously only Mojang, like "Neither Mojang nor Microsoft has 
any no liability for anything on the server or that happens on it, including any advertising, purchases, or donations;" Account Migration

Oct 10 2020 Microsoft Account Migration Announcement
https://www.minecraft.net/en-us/article/java-edition-moving-house

account.mojang.com/terms ~ May 30 2021 MODIFIED They added clauses that include Microsoft accounts into the account terms

^^ They updated the "You or we may cancel your account at any time." to "You or we may cancel your Mojang 
Account at any time or access to Minecraft.net, Mojang.com or any Mojang game titles using a Microsoft Account." Usage Limitation Account Migration Unenforceable 

Contractual Clauses
account.mojang.com/documents/brand_guidelines ~ Jun 23 2021 MODIFIED Replaced the brands@mojang.com contact email with the new form system help.minecraft.net/hc/requests/new

^^ Updated notice not changed Transparency

www.minecraft.net/en-us/terms ~ Aug 26 2021 CREATED Changed "Remember to check back here and on our Website once in a while as we may give notice and then 
update these terms and conditions, which will be effective the next time you use the Website or your account." Transparency

^^ The "Updated" transparency element has been removed from the "Mojang Account Terms" section Transparency

^^ They added that the laws of Washington state now govern the legal agreements Unenforceable 
Contractual Clauses

^^ They added a clause that forfeits the "cooling off" period for asking refunds Refunds / Resale
^^ The "Updated" transparency element has been removed from the "Brand And Assets Guidelines" section Transparency
^^ The "Updated" transparency element has been removed from the "Commercial Usage Guidelines" section Transparency

account.mojang.com/terms ~ Nov 04 2021 MODIFIED The contact email has been changed from brands@mojang.com to the ticketing system https://help.minecraft.
net/hc/requests/new

^^ "Updated" notice not updated Transparency
account.mojang.com/terms ~ Nov 07 2021 REMOVED Redirects to www.minecraft.net/en-us/terms
www.minecraft.net/en-us/terms ~ Nov 30 2021 MODIFIED Fixed spelling mistake: "and make may be revoked"
www.minecraft.net/en-us/terms ~ Dec 01 2021 MODIFIED The "Updated" transparency element has been added back to the "Commercial Usage Guidelines" section Transparency

Feb 4 2022 Last call to migrate to Microsoft accounts
https://www.minecraft.net/en-us/article/last-call-voluntarily-migrate-java-accounts

www.minecraft.net/en-us/community-standards ~ May 20 2022 MODIFIED Minecraft Earth terms removed (the game they tried to make but that failed and shut down)
^^ Case review section added for how to appeal an account suspension as a result of a violation of the terms Account Migration Usage Limitation

account.mojang.com/documents/brand_guidelines ~ Oct 15 2022 REMOVED Replaced by www.minecraft.net/en-us/terms
account.mojang.com/documents/minecraft_eula ~ Jan 29 2023 REMOVED Replaced by www.minecraft.net/en-us/eula
www.minecraft.net/en-us/community-standards ~ Apr 12 2023 REWORKED Removed the clause about usage of Minecraft being governed by the Microsoft Services Agreement

^^ Added a clause saying that Mojang studios is now an Xbox Game Studio Account Migration Usage Limitation
^^ Added a clause that they reserve the right to ban anyone that violates the community standards or the EULA Account Migration Usage Limitation

Feb 4 2022 Last call to migrate to Microsoft accounts (Another one)
https://www.minecraft.net/en-us/article/account-migration-last-call

www.minecraft.net/en-us/community-standards ~ Jun 08 2023 MODIFIED Added "terrorist or violent extremist content" under the zero tolerance clause

Aug 2 2023 Minecraft EULA and Commercial Usage Guidelines Updates blog post
https://www.minecraft.net/en-us/article/minecraft-eula-and-commercial-usage-guidelines-updates

www.minecraft.net/en-us/usage-guidelines Aug 02 2023 CREATED The "Updated" transparency element has been removed again Transparency

^^ The "Microsoft Services Agreement" is now part of the clauses Unenforceable 
Contractual Clauses Account Migration Usage Limitation

^^ The agreement is now between "you and us (Mojang and Microsoft)" rather than just Mojang as it was before Account Migration

^^ They claim that the "guidelines" are to be followed along with the policies, but that they do not form part of the 
policies.

Unenforceable 
Contractual Clauses

(Contract by attribution)
(Goes against previous versions)

^^ They now reserve the right to change their minds at any time and update the guidelines. Unenforceable 
Contractual Clauses

^^
They now claim that it is the users responsibility to make sure changes have occurred: "It’s up to you to 
occasionally check back here to see if these guidelines have changed and ensure your use of Minecraft is in line 
with what we allow."

Unenforceable 
Contractual Clauses Transparency

^^ They claim that "Any changes made to these guidelines will be effective the next time you use our games, 
websites, or other services."

Unenforceable 
Contractual Clauses

^^ It is now stated that all rights, assets, copyrights and so on are owned by Mojang AND Microsoft Account Migration Data Handling & 
Protection GDPR

^^ They added a clause that says that "sharing anything with the community" is considered to be commercial 
regardless of intent to make money off of it or not, and must thus follow commercial use guidelines

Unenforceable 
Contractual Clauses?

^^ There is a new clause that specifically prohibits anything that is not explicitly covered by the written policies we 
"agreed to" Usage Limitation

^^ Sponsorship callouts for videos can no longer be placed inside of the game itself (as an example, if a company 
sponsored a youtuber, the youtuber cannot build their logo in the game) Usage Limitation

^^ In-person events and gatherings can no longer be organized if they have sponsors for the purpose of profit, more 
than 150 participants, cannot use any Minecraft related assets to advertise the event and so on. Usage Limitation

^^ Access to servers can no longer be limited or controlled by having access to out of game content / services Usage Limitation
www.minecraft.net/en-us/eula ~ Aug 02 2023 MODIFIED Added a clause about the agreement being for Mojang AB and Microsoft Account Migration

^^ Added a clause about the Microsoft Services Agreement applying to all Minecraft services Account Migration Usage Limitation Unenforceable 
Contractual Clauses

^^ Added a clause about having to follow the Xbox community standards Account Migration Usage Limitation Unenforceable 
Contractual Clauses

^^ Added a clause about having to follow the new Minecraft community standards, with a new reserved right to 
permanently ban anyone who violates the community standards or the eula Account Migration Usage Limitation Unenforceable 

Contractual Clauses

^^ Added a clause about the EULA applying to absolutely everything except for the Minecraft Shop and Minecraft 
Education edition Usage Limitation

^^

Added forceful acceptance of Microsoft Services Agreement and making it our responsibility to check if changes 
happened to it as well "If you are a minor and you are having trouble understanding these terms and conditions, 
please ask your parent or legal guardian to explain them, especially as your parent or legal guardian is responsible 
for the creation of your Microsoft account and the acceptance all terms on your behalf. Remember to check here 
and the Microsoft Services Agreement once in a while as we may update these terms and conditions, which will be 
effective the next time you use our Services."

Account Migration Usage Limitation Unenforceable 
Contractual Clauses Transparency

^^ A Microsoft account is now the only way to play the game and use Minecraft services, in other words "required" Account Migration Usage Limitation Unenforceable 
Contractual Clauses

Data Handling 
& Protection GDPR

^^
There is a clause that forces Mojang accounts to migrate to Microsoft accounts "
If you originally signed up for a Mojang Account in the past, you must migrate to a Microsoft Account in order to 
keep using the Services."

Account Migration Usage Limitation Unenforceable 
Contractual Clauses

Data Handling 
& Protection GDPR
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^^
Added a clause that they reserve the right to make any changes at any time without notice: "The Minecraft Usage 
Guidelines often change, and we have the right to withdraw the permissions given in them at any time without 
notice."

Account Migration Usage Limitation Unenforceable 
Contractual Clauses

^^ Removed the clause about getting a license when purchasing the game

^^ Removed the clause about being able to play single player and being bound to the "old eula" Account Migration Usage Limitation Unenforceable 
Contractual Clauses

^^ Added clause "The Microsoft Privacy Statement applies to all Minecraft Services." Account Migration Unenforceable 
Contractual Clauses

Data Handling & 
Protection GDPR

www.minecraft.net/en-us/terms ~ Aug 05 2023 REMOVED Replaced by www.minecraft.net/en-us/usage-guidelines

Sep 19 2023 Minecraft account migration ended, old accounts that have not been migrated are lost

http://www.minecraft.net/en-us/terms

